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S/F _and M/Ch Commdrn "t: The total of 150 tons of formaldehyde, while not
a large amount, is rart of a fairly steady shipmwent of this chemical to
China. M/Ch considers the amount of formaldehyde currently being imported
by China to be higher than would be expected for mormal civilian uses.

Possible milit ry uses of formaldehyde include the production
of RDX, one of the best explosives available, and an explesive which China
is known to be be producing. In reaction with ammonia, formaldehyde can be
converted to hexamethylenetetramine, which can be comverted into RIX on &
one to ohe ratic after reaction with nitrte acid,
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